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 Conjugal Infidelity: 
SHEWING 
| great Miſchiefs that 
Attend, thoſe. that Defile 
the Marriage Bed. 3 


— 


— 


Secrets of Marriage ſtill are Sacred held; 
Their Sweet and Bitter by the Wiſe conceal'd : 
Errors of Wives reflect on Husbands ftill; 
And when divulg'd proclaim they ve choſen ill: 
And the Miſterious Pow'r of Bed and Throne 
Should always be maintain d, but rarely ſhewn. © 
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MISCHIEFS. 


OF 


ConJjucal IxNziDeLITY, 


SS WAs a falſe and ground- 
* Jeſs Character which was 
given by the great Scali- 
+ ger, of the Exgiiſh Nation, 

© That , they were a People 
Cruel and Inhoſpitable , perfect Self- 
Admirers, and Contemners of all the 
World beſides. For if we conſider 
either the Nature of our Lans, or 


A3 Ie 4 
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—— 


the Genius of our Religion, which 
are founded both of them upon the 
Rules of Equity and Jadulgence, we 
mult needs conclude the Temper of 
the E2l;h to be a perfect Contradi- 
Aion to boch theſe; if it is not treat. 
able and human. They may indeed 
ſomet mes: be fierce, but then 'tis in 
their OV 11 Defence: Aud ii they are 
t#hoſpttsbic, "tis Only to ſuch agwould 
make a Prey of their Coil, For 
how may Sanger, quit their Native 
Soil, to enjoy the Pleaſure of a more 
Indulgent Exgliſb Clime? And Fo- 
zeizn M rchants cron d our Streets in 
ſuch Numbers, as if Lozdoz were 
the Miſtreſs and univerſal Patroneſs 
of Traffck through che World, But 
it Men approach them in an hoſtile \, 
Way, there ig no reaſon they ſhould 
meet with Haſpitality, or be treated 
. other wiſe than with a MA Nal Eng- 
ih Bravery, which. is high, neceſ- 
fary for their own Defence and Pre- 
fſiaebatlon: For their main Balwar ł is 
I 3 . their Native Valour; and their Men 
„ Mar, their only Alps and Pyrezean 
271 . Hils. 
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Hills, And to ſay that they are Self- 


Admirers, is very weak, ſince if they 
ſhould not love themſelves 3 they 
ought to be hated of all the World 


beides. I only wiſh their Conjagal 


Love were as ſincere and genuine, 
as is their Friendlineſs to Strangers, 


and as little liable to Exceptions as 
- their Cruelty, Then many filent 


Complaiggs againſt Matrimonial Inſide- 
lity would ceaſe; then wou:d not 


Thoſe Solemn, Sacred Ties be fo wit. 
fully violated and prophan d, fo fre- 


quently made an occaſion to Lemad- 
neſs, and ſacrific'd ſo impiouſly to 
all Immadeſty and Luft. For how 
often is Marriage made only a Cloak 


to Impurity? And that dazhng Beaury 


which before commanded” Reſpect 
and Admiration by its Innocence, is 
under that Religious Cover expos'd 
a Proſirute to every wanton Eye. 
Would but the Madeſey of our Women 
keep pace With the Fortitude of our 
Men; and the Baſbfulneſs and Parity 
of Thoſe, equalize the Courage and 
Harane/s of Lheſe, how valuable- 


ſhould we be at Home, as well as 
formidable Abroad! Then would it 

be difficult to determine which of 
theſe two Qualities would moſt re- 
commend us to the Eſteem of the 
World; whether we {ſhould more 
be ſam'd for a Nation of Lucretia's, 
or tor a ſtanding Race of Heroes. . 


Obj. But the Women will be apt 
to ſay, That were there no "Ur:achks, 
there would then be no Victory: Did 
not the Þportunities of the Mex pro- 
voke the Mourſtz of the Women, there 

would be no Sarrender of their Cha- 
fitty : And how is it poſſible for ſuch. 
a weak Defence as Women are quali- 
cd to make, to be able to withitand 
their repeated Oz/ers? But yet as 
Weak, as it is, without Conſent the 
general Attempts would be very fruit- 
lefs and unſucceſsful, and no more 
han the ſtorming a Wall of Braſs 
with Tennis Balls. It is an Obſerva- 
tion upon this and, That no Conti- 
nent has been oſtner, perhaps, Con- 
ey d, than it has been: And yet 
Au | the 
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we Hiſtory takes notice, Thar it mY 
always a Hund in its own Leg, 
and ; the means of. ſome corrupt 
Party 5 „Was baſcly betray d 
to its own Overthrow. 


Azuſw. And let the Wemen but 

guard their Honour with inward 

* Reſclations, and not harbour in their 
Minds a Treacherous Paſſion to yield 

to Amorous Glances and Inſiauations, 

and they may till bravely maintain 


their Ground, and fairly defy all Ons, 


fets and Surprizals, But fince the 
Weak Sex have render'd themſelves 
much weaker, by the frequent Con- 
queſts, that are made oyeh them; 
and the Malignity of their Rffemi- 
nacy ripens daily towards an Univer- 
ja] Contagion,, it will be very ne- 
ceſlary to Tepref: nt the various Mit- 
chiets of this ſpreading Evil: That 
the Piety and Wiſdoin of - thegNag 
tion may preſerib ſuch proper Re- 
medics as may retard at leaſt, if not 
totally prevent all the Danger of, it; 
and that as well in the Nen, who 
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10 The Miſchieft of © 


are equally guilty, as in the Female 
Sex. | 


In India formerly an Elephant was 
eſteem'd and allow'd as à valuable 
Gift to a Married Woman, to debaſe 
herſelf, and corrupt her Chaſtity, 
And 3 is recorded to have been 
the firſt in Greece, who by his Laws 
permitted Women to proſtitute them- 
{elves for Neceſſities of Life. Twere 
well that our Women were to be 


bounded only by theſe Laws: - We 


might then expect ſome Abatement 
of their Impurity , either by the 
Rarity of that Animal, or by con- 
tining that Sin to ſuch only as are in 


Want. 


And that we may not by our Si. 
lence be apy longer acceſſary, as it 
were, to this odious Vice, Which is 
now grown ſo univerſal, let us con- 


lider a-while thoſe various fatal 


Miſchiels which attend it. And 


thoſe are, 


"Firſt, 


—— 


lale Conjugal Infidelity. 11 


Firſt, Such as are the Natural 


IConſequences and Effects of it; 


ſome of which have ſo near an Affi- 
nity to Corruption. that they fore- 


ſtall a Natural Diſſolution, and pre- 


vent the Rotrenneſs of the Grave: 
And render the Perſon that is diſtem- 
per'd ſo very loathſome and offenſive, _ 
that as. they were formerly too fa- 
miliar with others, fo they are ſcarce 
able now to converſe with themſelves: 
They look as if they were ſpawn'd 
from the Dead Sea, or were a Limb 
of Sodom and Gomorrha. So long 
has Reaſon lain aſleep, and Con- 
ſcience been check'd and aw'd to Si- 
lence, that the very Body now is 
lord to ſerve as a Monitor to the 
Soul, to ſupply its place, and take 
its turn to conduct the Mind to Re- 
formation, and to endure ſeveral 
Corporeal Pangs and Throws , "for 
Neglect of Anguiſh and Remorſe of 
Spirit. But this nauſeous Evil does 
not always reſt here, but ſometimes 
deſcends to a loathſome Oftfpring, 
and corrupts the very Innocence of 
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12 The Miſchiefs of 
Child hood: It intails ſuch Sickneſs 
and Diſcaſes upon Potterity, as make 
them wiſh themſelves unborn , or 
that they had teen ſtifled at the 
Birth. So deſirab'e a Bleſſing is this 
which the vicious Parent propagates 


to the Son. 


An! certainly if this Luſtful Fire 
be not quench'd, or elſe be timely 
reftrain'd, *twill foon emaſculate the 
Age, conſume the Strength, and 
melt doun the Courage of the Na- 
tion. Twill ſerve inſtead of a 
Thouſand Ege mies to foil and over— 
throw the Kingdom, when it has 
brought our Men to be as Laſcivi- 
ous as Sars, and as Impotent as 
Premirs. A Frexch Army will not 
be half 0 Formidable as ſome Hun- 
dreads of Eugliſe Ali ſſalina's, who 
will top upon the greateſt Gallantry, 
and [ink the Braveneſs of our Spirits 
mNe than all their Legions and Bat- 
talions. If we defign to maintain 
our Martial Valour, for which we 
now icno nd thro? the World, 

we 


= 


we muſt keep at a Diſtance from Ve: 


* 
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nus Tents. An Efteminate Hero re- 
ſembles a Ball of Wildfire, expiring 
in the Air without any Reliſtance or 
Execution: He is truly qualified for 
Gallant Atchievements; but thoſe 
tender Indearments he meets with 
in the Fair Sex cxhavſt all his Fire 


and Strength, and render him very 


infignificart and uſeleſs. 


'Twas a moſt excellent Obſerva- 
tion of Javenal, concerning the Ru- 
in and Declination of Ancient Rome, 


— SZvjor Armis 
Laxuria incubuit, victumq; uleiſcitur 
07 bem. 


When the vanquiſh'd World had no- 
thing left to revenge it felt on con- 
quering Rome, its on Luxury became 
its Overthrow, and was more victori- 
ous over it ſelf, than any Foreign 
Power or Arms. And While Effemi- 


nacy triumphs among our Men of 


Arms, Ezzlana's Lawrels, of neceſſi- 
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ty muſt wither. The Ancient Gaul, 


* 
_ 
- 
= 
„ 
. 


— 


recommended Continency till a full 
and vigorous Age to all their Men 
defign'd for War, becauſe they ab- 


| ferv'd that Women were apt to 
abate and divert their Courage. And 


the Greek Hiſtory obſerves to us, That 
all ſuch as deſign'd for Victory in the 
Olympick Games, took care not to 
converſe for {ume time before with 


any Women. 


But th.s Vice not only diffolves 


the Courage and emaſculates the 


Spirits, but it entails upon tlie Iſſue 


encrally very wild and extravagant 
Paſſions. And the Luſt and Laſci- 
viouſneſs of the Parents runs fre— 
quently in the Child's Veins ; tis 
rooted in the Conſtitution, and mixt 
with the very Spirits and Blood. 
And therciore dis the Wiſdom of all 


fee chat thoſe they chuſe be of a well- 
deſcended Natute; that they may 
be able to pronounce that of them- 
ſelves, Which the Great Alexander 

did, 


Conjugal Infidelity. 15 
did, That his Virtnes he had by Natare, 
but his Vices came by Chance, 


And fince moſt Men marry with a. 
Deſign of ſecuring to themſelves an 
Iſſue, as well as pleaſing of theme 
ſelves, both theſe good Ends by an 
inordinate Luſt are quite defeared3 . {| 
For this by a Natural Caule prevents 
Conception, and by conſequence muſt 

| ſtifle all Hopes of Children in the 
Womb. The beaten Paths are al- 
ways barren, and never productive 
of any Fruit. This common way of | 
living would bc apt to put an End to 
the Nobleſt Family, though even 
the Houſe of Auſtria depended on it. 
And indeed, whatever ſprings from 
an Adulterous Bed is rarely of a long 
contiguance. Of that we may at- 
firm what the Poet docs of unjuſtly- 
acquir'd Riches, Ex male quæſitis, &c. 
11]-gotten Children, as well as Wealth, 
ſeldom continue to the Third Gene- 
ration. And thus the Two Princi- 
pal Ends of Matrimony are utterly 
baffled and confuted, by frequent 
| Matri- 


* . | 
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16 The Miſchiefsof © * 
| Matimonial Lewdneſs, and Adulte- 
rous Converſation, which both, con- 
| found the Nuptial Joys and Satis. 
| faction, and cxtinguiſh allo Lineal 
Deſceats, in putting an Invincible 
[ Von Ultra upon the Progeny of the 
Meanelt, as well as the molt Ancient 
Houſe. 


* 
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The next great Evil which attends 
Conjugal Lic ntinuſneſs and Imparity, 
is the Plague of Jealouſy; a Paſſion 
which blows hot and cold at once: 
*Tis a kind of compound of Light 
and Darkneſs, of Pain and Pleaſure ; 
| that conitrains a Man to Hate and 
Abominate That which he mightily 
inclines to Admire and Love. 11s of 
ſuch an Aguiſh Diſpoſition, that while 
it pretends .t0 warm the Spirit with, 
Kindneſs and Affection, it freezes it 
again with Coldneſs and Neglect. It 
puts a Man into fuch a tremulous 
Condition and Suſpenſe, that he can 
neither freely embrace his Wife, nor 
yet think of parting with her freely, 
but it bandies his Mind continually 
to 
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to and fro, in a Sea of Inconſtancy 
and Heſitation. And what is more 
intolerable than to be wounded in the 
moſt tender part; than for the Pe- 
light of the Eyes to be made tlie 
Grief of the Heart, and to live con- 
fin'd continually to Diſquietude and 
Vexation? And certainly, except 
that ſome Reſtraint could be put 
upon the too jult Cauſe of this tor- 
menting Paſſion, it feems better 
much that ſeveral Perſons - ſhould 
anſwer as Thales did his Mother con- 
cerning Marriage, who told her, 
When he was Young, it was too ſoon to 
marry; when he was Old, it was too 
late. Lepidus, we are aſſur'd expir'd 
with Grief, becauſe of the Inconti- 
nency of his Wife: 1 heartily wiſh 
that he were the only Martyr of this 
kind of Diſcontent, and the laſt that 
fell a Victim to this fort of Diſſatis- 
faction; which is a Torment fo in- 
tolerable, that the very Animals are 
impatient under this Preſſure, and *" 
enrag'd to be rivaPd in their Amours. 
And there is nothing certainly that 
G et 
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18 The Miſchiefs of 
ferments the Mind to a greater pitch 
of Anger and Reſentment, + than 
thoſe vexatious Thoughts inſpir'd by 

Jealouly. {| 32 


But it 15 not enough for thoſe that 
are married thus, to conſume the 
Eyes, and waſte the Souls of ſuch as 
are injur'd, with Diſcontent; but 
they likewiſe quarry very often upon 
the Fortune, and maintain their Con- 
ſumptive Luſts at a large Expence. 
What Care and Frugality had for a 
long time hoarded up, that PHdiga- 
lity in a very ſhort time makes a 
Thift to laviſh away: What was la- 
borioully collected in the Day-time, 
1s often either by the one or the other 
as idly waſted and expended at Night; 
till the Neſts of the Miſtreſſes and 
[i Gallants are richly feather'd with 
1 their Subſtance. And in this they 
| too nearly moralize the Fable of the 
Danaides, condemning themſclves to 
| put their Money in a Bag with Holes; 
as thoſe Daughters of Danaus were 
puniſh'd in Hel with e filling Water in 
a Tub 


Conjugal Infidelity. 19 
a Tub without a Bottom. Of this 
we have a late memorable Inſtance 
among our Nobility here at Home, 
beſides many more leſs- Illuſtrious Ex- 
amples which might be produc'd : 
For within Three Tears which happen'd 
between the late Dates ( Nortfolk”s ) 
Death, and the parting the new Duke 
and Dutcheſs, ſhe run him out by Ex- 
travagant Expences 3ocoo l. above his 
Income; to pay which, oblig'd him to ſel! 
his Life, 24001. per Ann. out of his 
Eſtate in Suſſex and Yorkſhire, [ S# 
the Dake of Nortolk's Caſe. ] This is 
one main Reaſon among the reſt, that 
Men in this diſcreet Age, as they call 
it, keep at ſo great a Diſtance from 
the Ties of Wedlock, that with the 
Eſſenians they will rather chuſe to ex- 
tinguiſh the Succeſſion of Men, than 
beget them in a Married State; or if 
they do, 'tis rather for the Love of 
Wealth than of the Woman, and ſo 
make a Marriage of Bodies without 
Souls. And when they are tied to- 
gether thus very looſely, and the Mar- 
ried Pair, as to any Cordial Love and 
d C 2 Affection, 
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Miſchief. of 

Affection, continue ſtill in a Single 
State, what tolerable degrees of In- 
dearments and Friend ſhip can poſſi- 
bly be expected from them; ſince 
they vow?'d that with their Mouth 
which their Mind diſown'd; and tied 
that with the Tongue, which they 
never conſented to with the Heart? 
From whence proceed thoſe Rumours 
daily of ſo many Skirmiſhes and Do- 
meſtick Diſcords, of ſuch Broils and 
Diflentions in ſeveral Families, which 
ate perfect Epitomies of a Civil War, 
and nothing but Nurſeries of Feuds 
and Diſcontent; which render a Wil- 
derneſs more defirable than a Palace, 
and a Bed of Ruſhes more caſy than 
a Bed of Down. And while theſe are 
the Effects of Matrimonial Engage- 
ments, and the wretched Conſe- 
quence and horrid Reſult of thoſe Sa- 
cred Vows, no wonder that the Po-. 
et's Choice ſhould be the general 
Motto of this looſe Age, Gall. Ele. 1. 


Et mihi dulce magis reſaluto vivere collo. 


Not hing 
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Nothing agrees more with my Mind, 2 
Than Liberty that's unconfin 4. 


But that which highly aggravates 
this Crime, and renders it far more 
unpardonable in the Married Perſons, 
is, that they are under a moſt ſolemn 
Contract, and indiſſoluble Obliga- 
tion to the contrary; and yet they 
venture without Reſtraint, and re- 
ſolutely break all thoſe holy Bonds 
aſunder. So that what is remark'd 
of the happy Situation of our Iſland, 
That in reſpect of Commerce it en- 
joys this extraordinary Advantage of 
lying open to all the Parts of the 
World, may with Shame and Confu- 
ſion be pronounc'd of the unhappy 
Temper of our looſe Gallants, who, «+ 
expoſe themſelves ſo commonly to all 
Strangers, and drive ſo general a 
Traffick with all kind of Peopie: For 
Confirmation of which, though we 
cannot juſtly pronounce it to be true 
in all Caſes, we need but obſerve the 
ſtrange Diverſity of Children 3 | 
8 | Olten 
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22 The Miſchiefs of 

often ſeen in one and the ſame Houſe, 
and are thought all to belong to the 
ſ:me Parents. This Child is natu- 
rally as Fair as that Lady whom 
Horace deſcribes to be endow'd with 
a vultus vimium lubricas aſpici: That 
other is a perfect Dou dy, and as Black 
as any Spaniard. Here you may ſee 
one Plump, and ſhap'd like a Dutch 
Skipper; There another Tall, and 
Slender wafted, like che Monument. 
One is anguine, another is Pale; 
Here's a Dwarf, and there's a Giant: 
This is Surly, and that is nothing 
but Complaiſance. They are all as 
like one another, as a Peaſant is a 
Lord; and as like the Father, as a 
rough Tartar is a {ſmooth Italian: So 
that if you conlider the Children all 
diſtinctly, you would really fancy 
that halt Earopę had clubb'd to make 
up one Family. But herein Charity 
adviſes us not to pats our Judgments 
raſhly ; becauſe ſuch Diverſities may 
ſometimes proceed from Legitimate 


Congreſs. And this unlawtul Free- 


dom not only corrupts che Strain, and 
_ allays 


—— — 


e Conjugal Infidelity. 23 
allays the Lineal current Deſcent 
with ſpurious Mixture and à baſe 
Breed, but derives likewiſe à laſting 
Mark of Infamy upon the Children, 
ſtigmatizes their Character. and li- 
bels their Repute and Credit in the 
World. Now it Men are fo careful 
of preſerving the Breed of their 
Beaſts pure, eſpeciallyſuch as are re. 
markable for any Excellence; that 
they. will nor endure a Mixture from 
any of a different kind, for fear of 
altcring of the Strength or Shape, or 
abating of ſome good and eminent 
Quality; ſhould not then as tender a 
Regard be had for Families, for ſecu- 
ring them from being adulterated aud 
ſtain'd with Falſe Amours, and Ille- 
gitimate Conceptions, and being 
made a Medley ot contrary Humours, 
and diſagrecable Genius's and Diſpo- 
ſitions? And no Parent that had the 
leaſt Reſpect either for the Honour of 
the Family, or the Comfort and Re. 
putation of the Children, but would 
chuſe rather a thouſand times to dye 
_ Childlefs, than have them brought 
neo 


into the World with ſuch a Train of 
Miſeries attending them. 


We may add to this the hainous In. 
juſtice which is done to the next Heir, 
of cutting him out of all his Preten- 
ſions, and robbing him of all thoſe 
Privileges and Profits, to which he 
had an undeniable Claim: Whereby 
a Nobleman of the beſt Family may 
be {ſupplanted by an obſcure Perſon 
of the meaneſt, if the Woman prove 
unchaſte and falſe, for want of Iſſue 
from the Marriage Bed. And this I 
am afraid is none of the leaſt Reaſons 
of the apparent Degeneracy of ſome 
Ancient Families in the Nation. 'Tis 
true iadeed, the Men in theſe Caſes 
are as bad as the Women, they are 
equally as guilty of Matrimonial In- 
conſtancy as their Wives; but then 
the Husband cannot bring in an Ille- 
gitimate Child into the Family; he 
cannot by that means ſtrike out the 
next Law ful Heir, and baſely deprive 
him of his Birthright. This is wholly 
owing to the unlawtul Familiarity of 

| Wives, 


Wives, and is an Evil in them of the 


. firſt Magnitude, being compounded | 


both of abominable Treachery and 


lajuſtice. And therefore to preferve 


the Succeſſion in a right Line, that 
no baſe Child may deprive the Laws» 
ful Heir of his juſt Privileges, is an 
Ancient Cuſtom in ſeveral Places .of 
the Eat, as well as in Africt, That 
the Heirſhip of Families runs all 
along on the Mother's ſide, as being 
leaſt liable ro Sophiſtry and Impoli- 
tion. So that 1t once the Nativity 
be allow'd, the proper Father is ne- 
ver queltion'd. In Rome, formerly, 
Three of Lepidus's Relations were 
born with a Cartilage upon the Right 
Eye, as a diſtinctive Mark of that 


Family to which they belong'd. Andes 


were all the Families in Ezgl/azd to 
be trac'd at the ſame rate, and every 
Child in the Nation affix'd to its 
Genuine Father, what a Numerous 
Brood would be found in fome Hou- 
ſes, that are now deſtitute of Chal. 
dren? And how many Perſons that 
ſeed and educate Variety of Children 

D | as 


as their own, would then be really 
left almoſt Childleſs? * * 


3 Beſides theſe odious Civil Conſe. 
quences, there are abundance of Re- 

ugious Evils which this Conjugal Li- 
bertiniſm produces, which was a 

| Vice ſo deteſtable among the Jem, 
ö that Death is pronounc'd the infalli- 
i ble Penalty of it, Deut. xx. o. And 
the man t at commiiteth adultery with 
another man's wiſe, even he that commits 
adultery with bis neizhbour's wife, the 
adulterer and adultereſs ſhall ſurel) he 
put to Death, And were this Law in 
England as frequently executed as 1t 
is tranſgreſs'd, it would in ſome mea- 
© ſure unpeople us, I am afraid, as 
much as either the laſt Plague, or the 
late War has done, and mightily in— 
creaſe the Accounts of Mortality 
among us. And that this is a Vice 
of that intoxicating Natuie, that 
Meli are bur rarely drawn oft from 
it, we have Solomon's Teitimony, 
Prov. ii. 19. None that go in unto her 
(the Lewd Woman) return again, 
| abither 
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Chap. vii. 2. Her houſe is the way to 
hell, going down to the chambers of death. 
No Dungeon is half ſo dangerous and 
diſmal as her Apartments, notwith- 
ſtanding all their ſplendid Gaiety. 
And that wiſe King, who ſmarted ſo 
ſeverely under their Enchantments, 


becauſe he was too familiar with their 


ways, has with as much Freedom as 
Severity kindly given caution againſt 
too much Confidence in them, in 
that Sentence of his, which looks as 
{harp as any Satyr that was written 
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neither take they hold of the paths of lift. 
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againſt them, Eccleſ. vii 28. One man 


among 4 thouſand have I found, but 4 
woman among all theſe have I not found. 


No, not even among the Seven - Hun- 
dred Wives that were Princeſſes, and 
thoſe Three Hundred Concubines . 


which he choſe to compleat his Thou- 
ſand. But this can be no juſt Re- 
flection upon the Innocent Converſa- 
tion of our Ladies; among whom I 


queſtion not but there are now ſeve- 
ral of as wgid Continence and Virtue, 


as there were in any Age ſince his 


Time. D 'T was 
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- Twas in the late Reigns that this 
Abominable Iniquity came to be ſo 
Epidemic an Exgliſb Vice. The Peo- 
pie of Jrael ſollow'd the Sins of 

| roboam ; and Regis ad exemplum, &c. 
| were the Sins of ——, who made 
| England to fin. And unleſs the Great 
| Council of the Nation ſhall think fit 
| to do ſomething as remarkable tor 
| 


the Suppreſſion of that Abomiration, 
as has been done for the Encourage- 
ment of it, we mult ſtill ſtand in Fear 
of its ominous Growth, and juſtly 
| dread the fatal Conſequences of its 
| Increafe among us. That it will, if 
! not reſtrain'd, produce at length a 
| Storm of very heavy Judgments: upon 
us, we may verily believe, from that 
ſevere Indignation which the Al- 
mighty has frequently expreſs'd a. 
gainſt this Wickedneſs; and that not 
only in threatning with future, but 
inflicting” preſent Plagues. He tiles 
himſelf „m to Anger, and is unapt to 
ſhow his Reſent ments on a ſudden ; 
burt yet at length he ſtrikes home ; as 
7 the Poet tells us, 
YZ £4 $2 a O42 
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Mills of the Gods do ſ{awly wind, * 
But they at length to Powder grind. 


And therefore Job comforts himfelſ 
with the Remembrance of his Inno- 
cence and Integrity, and the Afſu. 
rance he had of not ſmarting for this 
Sin, which he reckons to be extreme- 
Iy pernicious and deſtructive: & xxxi. - 
9, 10, 11, 12. If 7 heart has bien de- 
ceiv'd by a woman, or if I have laid 
wait at my neizhbeur's uoor ; then let my 
wife grind unto another, and let others 
bow down upon her. For this is an hei- 
nous crime; yea, it is an iniquity to be 
puniſh*d by the judges : For it is a fire 
that conſumeth to deſtruction, and would 1 
root out all my Increaſe. He thought 

it fo far from adding any thing to his _ 
Family, that it would certainly exter- 
minate and extinguiſh rhoſe Bleſſings 
whereof he had been already poſ- 
ſeſs'd ; and that it would diminiſh his 
Comforts inſtead of making an In- 
creaſe 


- 


— 
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creaſe to them And doubtleſs w ha 
ever Felicities any Perſons can tap 
tend to from ſuch filthy unlawful 
Practices, the Miſeries will in all re- 
ſpects far over-baiance and outwcigh 

them, and produce a Train of laiting 
and very grievous Eyils, for thoſe 
thort and vaniſhing Delights. And 
many Nations beſides the Jes have 


deen poſſeſs d with fo irreconcilable 


an Odium and utter Deteſtation 
againſt all Adulterous Converſation, 
tl at they doom'd the Commiſſion of 
it to as Capital a Puniſhment as the 
Jems did, and ſentenc'd the Guilty 
Ferſons unto Death. 


At Palo, Condore, and Pegu; at Siam, 
Cochinchiua, Camb 2 2 and Gaines, the 
Natives are ſo obliging to Strangers, 
as to offer them the Uſe of Women, 
though not of their Wives. And 
yet what Heathens d.fav ow'd, is very 
thameſully practis'd by Chriſtians; 
and what the Husband is utterly 


@verfe to, That the Wife chuſes, 
2gainlt all the Laws of Matr imonial 


En- 


* 


% 


Endearments, the natural Violence of 
whole Luſt breaks too often through 
all the various and ſtrong Reſtraints 
of Fear and Honour, Which by a 
Wiſe Providence were contriv'd as 
Bars to their Chaſtity, and plac'd as 
Guardians to their Modelty, 


It was Five Hundred and Twenty 
Years after Rome was built, before 
ever that renown'd and flouriſhing 
City heard of a Divorce among her 
People. And when Sparions Carbilias 
diſmiſs'd his Wife upon the account 
of her Sterility, for he had no Argu- 
ment againſt her of Matrimonial Im- 
purity, yet he receiv'd a found Re- 
proof for the Action; and was told, 
That the deſire of Cluldren ought to 
give place ro Conjugal Obligations: 
Val, Max, lib. 2. cap. I. Tis not ei- 
ther for the Barrenneſs of the Wo- 
men, or the Natural Coldnefs of the 
Men, that Divorces are fo much re- 
queſted among us, as for their looſe 
uniawtul Behaviour to one another. 
'Fhoſe Natural unavoidable * 

cles 
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ties do plead for Excuſe, and are ſome-"* 
times pardon'd where the Affections 
are entire and ardent : But this Ma- 
trimonial Inconſtancy is a Vice of 
that Maligaity, that it poyſons the 
Kindneſs of the moft Cordial, and 
cools the moſt Sanguine Husband or 
Wife into Indifference, and often- 
times Averſation. 


The Almighty was fo averſe to un- 


law ful Iſſues under the NMoſaical Diſ- 


nſation, that he declares, Deut. xxili. 
2. A baſtard ſhall not enter into the 


' congregation of the Lord; even to his 


tenth generation ſhall he not enter into 
the congregation of the Lord: That is, 
as the Hebrew Doctors expound it, 
Never. And the Reaſon which they 
give for it, is this, That Perſons might 
be deterr'd from ſuch Marriages as 
would leave an indelible Mark of In- 
famy upon Poſterity. And the Wiſe 
Son of Syrac has in few words ex- 
preſs'd the ſeveral great Exils that 
attend the Violation of Matrimonial 


| Fidelity, in the Woman particularly, 


Leclus. 
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Ecclus. xxiii. 22, & c, Ius ſhall it 80 
alſo with the wife that leaves her hus-” 
band, and brings i: an heir by an other. 
For Firſt, She has aiſob-1ed ti? law of 
the moſt High. And Second y,, She has 
treſpaſs'd againſt her own husband. And 
Thirdly, She has play'd the whore in adul- 
ter, aud brought children by another 
man. She ſhall be brought cut into the 
congregation , ana inquiſiti:n ſhall be 
made of her children. Her children ſhall 
not take root, and her branches ſhall bring 
forth no fruit. She ſhall leave her me- 
. mory to be curs'd, and her reproach ſhall 
not be blotted out, And they that remain 
(hall know, that there is nothing better 
than the fear of the Lord, and that there 
is nothing ſweeter than to take heed to 
the commanaments of the Lord. 


Now ſince the Zeal and Conduct 
of. the High Court of Parliament 
have done ſuch Miracles for the Safety 
of the Nation, have conquer'd Diffi- 
culties that ſeem'd inſuperable in 
Time of War, and have ſince ap- 
peas'd all the Publick Clamours of 
E Dit-. 
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Diſcontent in time of Peace ; ſurely 

it would not be a Matter unworthy 
their Thoughts and Conſideration, 
to reflect upon the Numerous Miſ- 
chiefs which this too common Con- 
jugal Inconſtancy produces; and pre- 
ſcribe ſuch Antidotes as might timely 
put a ſtop to it. What a Glory will 
this add to all thoſe Mighty Things 
which they have already done? And 
how many Thouſand Families in Eng- 
land will think themſelves obliged to 
call them for ever Bleſſed for it? And 
bleſſed they mult needs be, who make 
their Authority a Terror to all Ini- 
quity, and take care that Vice ſhould 
never trample upon their Power, nor 
a Wickedneſs ſo daring, ſo miſchie- 
vous, and odious as this, ſhould ever 
paſs any longer without a due Cen- 
ſure, and juſt Puniſhment, Were this 
4 Effeminate Liberty but effectually 
il. ſuppreſs'd by their Wiſe Determina- 
ll tions, What a lovely Alteration would 
* it produce throughout the whole 
 - Kingdom! And how many Injur'd 
1 | Pertons, whole Tempers are now de- 
i ; jected 
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jected with private Grief and Dif- 
content, would then have them turn'd 
immediately into a pleaſanc Chearful- 


nefs and Satisfaction? Our Men would 


then be more Hale and Vigorous, - 


more Active and Hardy than now 
they are, and not to be enervated 
with Effeminacy, and ſubdued with 
ſharp Pains and Diſeaſes of Luſt 3 nor 
yet be rack'd with violent and impe- 
tuous Paffions deriv'd from the de- 
prav'd Appetite of the Parent, How 
many Eſtates might then be ſav'd, 
that now are waſted and conſum'd b 

Prodigal Expenſive Lewdneſs? And 
how many Families live like Brethren 
in Love and Amity, that are now 
only the Nurſeries of Jealouſy and 
Diſcontent ? WP 


And were theſe formidable Diffi- 
culties of Marriage but remov'd, and 


the Wife ſafe in the Love of her Hus- 


band, and He in the Affections of his 


Wife, and the Legitimacy of her Off. 
ſpring, and not expos'd ſo deſperate- 


ly to the Fallity of her Love, and the 
cy E 2 Un- 


- 
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Unlawfulneſs of her Progeny. Men 
then would entertain the Thoughts 
of Wedlock with the ſame Honoura- 
able Eſteem as that Solemnity gain'd 
at its fi:{t in{iution; which would 
no more be look'd upon as a State of 
Sjavery but Frecdom) as fit for Man 
even in his State of Innocence and 
Perſection; and a Bleſſing deſign'd to 
inhance the Pleaſure, and multiply 
all the Comforts and Delights of Life, 
But ſuch a happy Change as this can 
never in HAgland be expected, till 
thoſe Wiſ Reſolutions which inſpir'd 
the Auguſt: Aſſembly of the Nation 
to ſurmount ſuch Hardſhips as ſeem'd 
. - unconqueradie, animate them again 

to eſtabuſh ſuch an Act againſt this 
diſlolute Matrimonial Behaviour, as 
may reſtra:u the Married Perſons 
within Bounds of Modeſty ; which is 


the only means of promoting that 


Honourahle Eſtate, which is now ſo 
'wretchedly nęglected; and of revi- 
ving its decay'd Felicities and Com- 
forts. For now the Impunity of it 
has encouraz'd its Violation to that 

8 3 degree 


degree of Aſſurance and Boldneſs, as 
if the Offenders were really Lawlefs, 


and out brav'd the Force of Civil 


Conſtirutions, and the Power of the 


fectiug which, it might not be amifs 
to contrive ſuch a Method and Law, 
as might render Divorces leſs charge» 
able and difficult than now they are. 
For ſince all Divorces, with the Li- 
berty of Marrying again, proceed 
from the Authority of Parliament; 
ther fore if either there chance to be 
no Seſſions for ſome time; or if there 
be, the Parliament has no Opportu- 
nity of diſpatching ſuch private Con- 
cerns; or if the Perſon injur'd be a 
Man of no Application, or be deſti- 
tute either of Money or Time to go 
through with ſuch a weighty Affair; 
in all theſe Inſtances he mult be forc'd 


to Silence, and privately to ſtruggle - 


with his inward Burthen and his 


Grief, becauſe he is not qualified for 


a Deliverance from the Difficulties of 
them. And therefore ſince our Sa- 
viour aſſures us, and the moſt Judi: 


Legiſlacufe to reſtrain them. For ef. 


cious 
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{| cious Caſuiſts atteſt, That upon the 
account of Fornication it is really 
lawful both to Divorce, and to Mar- 
ry again, Matt. v. 32. why ſhould 
not ſome more Eaſy Method be 
thought of, than now is practis'd, 
for relieving the Party injur'd and op- 
preſsd? For ſometimes Divorces ha ve 
taken up the ſpace of Four Years be- 
fore they were accompliſh'd-, as that 
of the Lord Roſs, which continued 
from 66 to 70. and that cf the Duke 
of Norfoll's much longer. And cer- 
tainly twere more delirable, that the 
ſpeedy Diſpatch of the J-wi/b manner 
of Divorce, Be expelled from me, and 
free for any body eiſe ; upon jult Con- 
viction, were allow'd, than ſuch as 
are ſo Tedious and Expenſi ve as thoſe 
now mention'd, 


Since ther<tore the happy Conſti. 
tution of our Government takes care 

of all other Properties, it will not, I 
hope, hereaſter ſuffer this which is 
moſt dear and tender, to bc fo eaſily 
invaded and raviſh'd from us. Nor 

10 | Will 
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will thoſe Laws which are a Defence 

for an Ox or an Aſs, overlook the Se- 
curity of the moſt valuable Enjoy- N 
ment, neglect the Rights and Inter- 
eſts of the Conjugal Bed, and not 
maintain the Staple Comfort of our © 
Lives 1n all the Duties and Obliga« 
tions of. Matrimonial Conſtancy and 
Indearments. | 
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